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Meeting Details 
Meeting Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2021, 6:45 p.m. via Google Meet 
Purpose: Lakeview School Council Monthly 

Participants: 
 
 

Council Executive: Michael E (Chair), Beth B (Secretary) 
 
Also Present: Jennifer Capitani (Principal) 
 
Council Membership (voting): Dennis R, Caitlin C, Jen N, Aron C, Connie 
D, Erin M 
 
Council Membership (non-voting): Karen F 
 
Regrets: Emily McMenemy (Teacher Rep), Andrea PB (Treasurer), Ryan 
S (Community Representative) 
 

Quorum: 
	

Total in attendance: 10 
Quorum achieved: 8 out of 10 voting council members in attendance  

 
Discussion & Action Items 
 

1. Call to Order  
1.1 Michael E called the meeting of the Council to order at 6:50 p.m. on December 14, 2021. The agenda 

was approved with the following amendment: discuss Mrs. Ledger’s retirement. 
 
MOTION: Jen      SECONDED: Caitlin 
 
“To amend the agenda to include a discussion of Mrs. Ledger’s retirement.” 
 
ALL IN FAVOUR     MOTION CARRIED 
 

1.2 Michael read a Land Acknowledgement and addressed a council member’s concern regarding Land 
Acknowledgements (see Appendix A). 

1.3 The minutes of the council meeting held on November 9, 2021 were verified and adopted without 
modification. 
 
MOTION: Erin      SECONDED: Connie 
 
“To approve the minutes of the Lakeview Public School Council meeting of November 9, 2021.” 
 
ALL IN FAVOUR     MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report: 

2.1 The Chair presented the Treasurer’s Report, highlighting that there weren’t any transactions this 
month. 

2.2 The Treasurer is requesting a change to the signatories on the account.   
2.3 The savings account will be closed and the chequing account will solely be used.  The Treasurer will 
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contact the bank to see if Aron (Past Chair) needs to be present [ACTION]. 
2.4 TACE forms have been provided and are progressing. 
2.5 A cheque of $757 to the Education Foundation has been issued (from closure of Family Support Fund). 

 
3. Principal’s Report: 

3.1 Jennifer Capitani provided her Principal’s Report, highlighting Barb Ledger’s retirement at the end of 
this month. Carolyn Johnston will be replacing her starting January 3, 2022. 

3.2 December showcase is happening on Thursday Dec 16. 
3.3 Students will be sent home with a package of rapid test kits from the Ministry of Education later this 

week. 
3.4 The school has not had direction that there will be a school closure in January, but we are asking staff 

to prepare for it, including sending shoes, possibly learning materials, and important personal items 
home with students (not technology).  

3.5 Our Public Health Nurse was in for a school visit and she was happy with the protocols in place, and 
how they are being carried out. 

3.6 We have a new superintendent of instruction, Nancy Brady. Principal Capitani has worked with Nancy 
a bit in the past and is really looking forward to working with her in support of our students and 
families. 

3.7 School photos have now been approved by the school board. We are in the process of scheduling a 
date in the spring. It will be individual photos only (not class photos). 

3.8 Questions about supervision before school - supervision starts at 8:15am. In the past few months, we 
have had many unfilled absences and often we are getting designated occasional staff from other 
schools, arriving just in time for the start of the day, or the Principal is covering supervision for unfilled 
positions. This could contribute to any time a staff member may not have been at the crosswalk at 
8:15. The Principal has also shared a reminder for staff that being at their supervision on time is 
essential. 

3.9 Parking on snow days: when the side streets are not ploughed it can be challenging to park and then 
drop off children; however, having cars drive through the bus loop is not going to solve that problem. 
With so many walkers and the parking lot and bus loop often not ploughed either, we would be 
creating congestion at the school, as well as a long line of cars on Corkstown. The Principal is asking 
families to be patient, safe and reasonable when dropping off and picking up their children when 
transportation is cancelled. Each of these days is different - snow or freezing rain and we do our best 
to ensure students are safe. 

3.10  Teachers are encouraged to move away from using the labels boys/girls when creating groups to 
ensure that everyone is feeling safe and welcome and being treated equitably.   

3.11  The library can be used again but schedules will need to be made, as it is currently being used as a 
resource room for small group instruction.  Bins are currently being used for library book distribution. 

3.12   Question regarding rapid tests: is it possible to distribute extra test kits to teachers?  Direction from 
the Ministry of Education is that they are for students only. 

 

4. Teacher Representative Report: 
4.1 Emily McMenemy was absent.  Principal Capitani covered the Teacher Representative Report. 

 

5. Old Business: 
5.1 Mike has emailed the City Councillor Theresa Kavanagh regarding funding and has not had a reply.  
5.2 No new information is available from Trustee Hough office indicating how they will be running the PRO 

Grant this year. 
 

6. New Business/Open Discussion: 
6.1 Mrs. Barb Ledger will be retiring.  Council discussed a larger gift due to the fact that she is retiring after 

many years of service to LPS, rather than moving to another school. 
 



Lakeview Public School Council Meeting 
Minutes – Discussion & Action Items 

Lakeview Public School Council                 3	

 
MOTION: Jen      SECONDED: Aron 
 
“To buy a $100 VISA gift card and a thank you card for Mrs. Ledger’s retirement up to a total of 
$125.” 
 
ALL IN FAVOUR     MOTION CARRIED 
 

6.2 Tech tubs:  Principal Capitani has requested three Tech Tubs (storage bins for Chromebooks).  Many 
students have a requirement for Chromebooks or iPads in their IEPs.  Tech tubs keep the technology 
organized and protected. 
   
MOTION: Aron      SECONDED: Jen 
 
“To support the school’s purchase of two Tech Tubs up to a total of $600.”   
 
ALL IN FAVOUR     MOTION CARRIED 
 

6.3 A member asked if Scientists in Schools would be offered this year.  Principal Capitani indicated that 
teachers need to bring ideas forward and no one has at this point. 

6.4 A member asked if there would be a reassignment of recess locations, as different areas afford 
different playing opportunities.  Principal Capitani will likely rotate recess a few weeks after the return 
of students in January.   

 

7. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by Michael E at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Attachments/Received Reports 
Appendix A – Land Acknowledgement; Appendix B – Treasurer’s Update 

 
Signatures 

 
 

_____________________________                                                    
Michael E, Chair                                                                 Prepared by: Beth Barber-Bellamy                                                                                               
                                                                                    
                                                                                    
 
Next Meeting 

** Tuesday, January 11, 2022, 6:45 PM** 
Send regrets to: chair@lakeviewschoolcouncil.ca 
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APPENDIX	A	
	

Chair’s statement concerning the use of a Land Acknowledgement at the beginning 
of Parent Council meetings 

 
I had a parent raise a concern with me about whether a Parent Council meeting was the 

correct place for us to complete a Land Acknowledgement. The concern raised was not about 
why we are doing Land Acknowledgements, rather it was a recognition of their importance and 
whether our council meetings are an appropriate forum for them. 
 

This is a complex and potentially emotive issue. I fully acknowledge that I am currently 
not equipped to lead a debate about land acknowledgements at a Parent council meeting, nor do I 
think a Parent Council meeting is the correct forum for one. 
 

I sought some advice and some of what I am saying tonight is from those who were kind 
enough to offer me their insight on this issue. 
 

Instead of looking at this concern about why we are doing a Land Acknowledgement at 
our meetings, it was said to me that we need to ensure that it is done in a way that has meaning. 
 

We also have the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action to 
guide us. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission names 94 calls to action, one of which is to 
acknowledge that the land that we are on, in our case, is unceded and un-surrendered.  The calls 
to action were named by indigenous peoples as a way to reconcile with Canada and non-
indigenous peoples. 
 

OCDSB does not have a policy on land acknowledgements, but it has developed 
the Indigenous, Equity and Human Rights Roadmap. The Road Map states “It is our 
responsibility to teach all students the truth about the dark history Canada has been hiding and 
to embed and celebrate the rich, diverse Indigenous contributions (historical and contemporary) 
and ways of knowing into the everyday lives and learning of students.”  
 

It was offered by Principal Capitani, that as the parents and educators of the students at 
Lakeview, we have a responsibility to uphold this, and using a Land Acknowledgement is one 
small way we can do this. Addressing the group with a Land Acknowledgement prior to the start 
of the meeting is a small way in which we can educate ourselves and those around us to accept 
the "dark history" we have, acknowledge it, and strive to do better.  
 

I considered what that meant to us as a parent council. 
 

As I mentioned earlier, this is not the forum for us to debate the merits of Land 
Acknowledgements. Instead, I look to our core mandate as a Parent Council, which is to serve in 
an advisory capacity to our school principal and to be a consolidated voice for the parent 
community. Essentially, we are here to support the efforts of our school in educating our 
children. 
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The OCDSB’s land acknowledgement is: “We would like to acknowledge that our schools 
are on unceded Algonquin Territory and thank the Algonquin Nation for hosting us on their 
land.” 
 

The land acknowledgement currently used at Lakeview Public School, and the one I will 
use for tonight’s meeting, is: “We would like to acknowledge that we are living, learning, and 
playing today and every day on unceded and un-surrendered Algonquin territory. We thank the 
Algonquin nation for hosting us and recognize their enduring presence on this land.” 
 

If you have comments or concerns about my approach to this, I welcome your feedback. 
To allow the meeting to continue, what I will ask is that you provide it to me via 
chair@lakeviewschoolcouncil.ca so that we set up a time to discuss your concerns separately. 
	


